IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




SERIAL NO: 
FILED: 
FOR: 



EKSTROM, Richard M. 

09/900,675 

July 6, 2001 



CONFIRMATION NO. 
ART UNIT: 2161 



6696 



SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR RETAINING MEMBERSHIPS AT 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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In compliance with 37 C.F.R. Section 1 .56, Applicant hereby submits the reference 
as listed on the enclosed PTO Form 1449 for consideration by the Examiner in the 
prosecution of the subject application. 

A copy of the above-mentioned reference is enclosed herewith. 

If there are any fees due in connection with this matter, please charge Applicant's 
Deposit Account No. 01-0265. A duplicate of this paper is being submitted for this purpose. 



ADAMS, SCHWARTZ & EVANS, P.A, 
2180 Two First Union Center 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28282 
(704) 375-9249/Our File No, 2740/1 



Respectfully submitted. 





^artz 
Applicant 
R^. No. 37,532 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: BOX , Assistant Commissioner 



for Patents, Washington, DC 20231, on October 1,2001 
pdC^^J^lJL^kUJ}AK^ October 1,2001 



Michelle Keane 



Date of Signature 



Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box -> 




Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required 



PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10/31/99. 0MB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
to respond to a coilection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
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CompI t if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/900,675 



July 6, 2001 



EKSTRQM, Richard M. 



2161 



Not yet known 



2740/1 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


O 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.i 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


^, ^ Kind Code2 
Number , v 
[if known) 




AA 


A oil T/n 




ENGLEHARDT et al. 


05/16/1989 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite • 

No."" 


Foreign Patent Document 

Kind Code^ 

Office^ Number^ (,/ known) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Fiqures Appear 

























































































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confonmance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^ Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 



